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Dear Stakeholders
It is my pleasure to provide this report on the activities of your
College over the past academic year, 2012-2013. 

The interest, involvement, and support of the people of this region
are at the core of the strength of this College; after a year of change
and difficult decisions, we are proud to report that GPRC is strong
and growing, with an exciting future.

Over the past year, GPRC has been investing time and resources
throughout northwestern Alberta to meet the long- and short-term
educational needs in communities throughout the GPRC region,
with delivery of courses in Edson, Grande Cache, Hinton, Jasper and
regional Community Access Points (CAP) such as Rycroft, Spirit
River, Hythe and Beaverlodge. Facilities at GPRC campuses in
Fairview and Grande Prairie have been upgraded and expanded to
better meet the needs of our learners.  Administrative processes
and policies are being centralized and streamlined to reduce costs
and to ensure our budgets are expended with the greatest possible
benefit to students.

GPRC has been steadily increasing program offerings for learners,
building partnerships with industry and with other post-secondary
institutions, and seeking creative solutions to meet the needs of
students and employers.  Our strong and growing awards program
helps remove financial barriers for hundreds of students each year.

We have been working closely with Alberta Infrastructure and
Alberta Health Services to ensure that the new regional hospital
and education facility meet the needs of our region. Our donation
of 30 acres for the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital means that in
2017 our community will have a hospital and education centre on a
College campus.

Plans for the future of GPRC are being formulated in close
consultation with you, our greater community.  You have told us
this College is integral as a community partner, that the College
plays an important role in your lives and in your families, and that
you recognize GPRC as a driver of the economy.

You have helped us clarify the three key pillars which underpin
everything  this College is and does: Serving our Students,
Strengthening our Community, Supporting our Industry.  In this
report you will find the stories, the facts and the data which
provide a portrait of what we have achieved together over the
Academic Year 2012-13.

At GPRC it is our mission to create connections to knowledge,
experience and community one life at a time.  Each of you is a key
factor to making our mission a reality.  Thank you for your vision,
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Grande Prairie Regional College is a public, board-governed
college operating as a comprehensive community institution
under the Post Secondary Learning Act of Alberta. The College
offers regional learners instruction and support services that
are learner-centred and responsive to the lifelong educational
needs of full-time and part-time students of diverse,
multicultural and Aboriginal backgrounds.

As a comprehensive community institution, Grande Prairie
Regional College is committed to expanding access to post-
secondary education in its service area by responding to
community and regional demand for both credit and non-
credit programming. The College has developed a portal
access delivery model that encourages other post-secondary
institutions to deliver programming on site, enabling the
establishment of collaborative partnerships that rapidly and
effectively meet the varied needs of regional learners. 

The College offers university transfer, diploma and certificate
programs; apprenticeship and pre-employment training; and
adult high school completion. Credit programs are offered in
the areas of Liberal Arts, Education, Health and Wellness,
Human Services, Fine Arts, Business, Technology, Academic
Upgrading, Trades and Technical training, Agriculture and
Environmental Sciences. The College also offers baccalaureate
degrees, primarily as collaborative degrees.

In response to regional, community and industry demand,
Grande Prairie Regional College provides a range of
customized non-credit pre-employment programming, skills
development, safety, English as a Second Language and
community interest courses. The College meets community
and industry demand for responsive and specific industry
training through the provision of customized programming.

As an educational facility in northwest Alberta, Grande Prairie
Regional College helps meet the cultural, recreational, athletic
and conferencing needs of the region in partnership with
service area, community and regional stakeholders. The
College offers athletic, music, art and science summer camps,
and the Douglas J. Cardinal Performing Arts Centre is
frequently the site of community music festivals, dance
recitals, speakers’ series and industrial seminars. 

The College encourages and supports applied research and
scholarly activities, and innovation activities that complement
and enhance teaching and learning in program areas and in
industry sectors where its academic expertise enables such a
contribution. 

Grande Prairie Regional College is dedicated to providing
learners in northwest Alberta with access to high quality and
diverse lifelong learning opportunities, and to the responsible
educational, fiscal and environmental stewardship of
resources.

Mandate, Vision, Mission and Values
Approved by the Minister of Advanced Education December, 2008
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VISION
GPRC is recognized by its learning communities for

leadership in education excellence.

MISSION
Creating connections to knowledge, experience and

community one life at a time.

CORE VALUES
Student Centred
• We commit ourselves to a community of learning.
• We commit ourselves to the teaching and learning

relationship.
• We give students the opportunity to grow and

become enriched.
• We pursue student learning opportunities that

maximize and lead to lifelong learning.
• The student is always the beneficiary of our 

activity.

Integrity
• We live up to the highest standards of

professionalism through fair and ethical behavior.
• We do what we say and build trust through our

actions.
• We are honest and open.
• We are committed to a spirit of service.
• We strive to earn the trust of our students and 

supporters.
• We are loyal.

Respect
• We treat each other, our students and our public

with dignity and respect.
• We celebrate the diversity of people, ideas and 

culture.
• We are enhanced by cooperative efforts,

partnerships, and shared use of resources in an 
atmosphere of respect.

• We respect the need for discretion and 
confidentiality.

Accountability
• We are personally accountable to each other.
• We are accountable to the communities we serve.
• We strive to provide a safe and caring 

environment for students, staff and visitors.
• We are fiscally accountable.
• We are committed to the stewardship of the

environment, our building, and the land.
• We make evidence-based decisions.

Innovation
• We encourage innovation.
• We respect our past but we are future focused.
• We engage students in creative learning.
• We are responsive and market driven.
• We strive to be a leader in applying information

technology in ways that can transform higher 
education.

• We are a portal to discovery and learning.

Passion
• We love what we do.
• We take the lead, and lead by example.
• We all contribute.
• We strive to be an extraordinary place to work.
• We have fun.
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The GPRC Board of Governors, led by Chair,
Vincent Vavrek, provides exceptional
leadership and guidance to the College. 

Grande Prairie Regional College
Board of Governors
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The Alumni/Foundation Board of Directors is a group of highly valued volunteers whose efforts
build relationships between the College and our communities. Directors encourage
corporations and individuals to support the initiatives of the College through donations and
participation in fundraising events. In addition, they are champions of the College in the
community, supporting and promoting the College to others.

In 2012-13, the Grande Prairie Regional College Foundation raised $1,251,915 and supported
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With a diverse professional life that has
taken her from the laboratory as an organic
chemist, to a SSHRC (Social Science
Humanities Research Council) Postdoctoral
Fellowship, to her present position as a
psychology professor at GPRC,  one of the
constant threads in Dr. Connie Korpan’s
professional and personal life has been her
deep sense of commitment to community.

Arriving at GPRC 11 years ago with a PhD in
Cognitive Psychology, Korpan soon
recognized that her new career path as an
instructor of psychology would help meet
her aspirations on both an academic and
personal level.

“Most of my education was in statistics and
research methods, which gave me a strong
foundation for doing research,” says Korpan.
“It has come to be very valuable to me over
the years.”

When Korpan learned that not only was
GPRC very supportive of research, but that
her department had developed strong
partnerships with local organizations, she
felt confident that the move to Grande
Prairie and the College was a good fit for her. 

Korpan had long been involved with non-
profits, spending many weekends at group
homes for persons with disabilities. She held
her first role as a group home volunteer
while working on her undergraduate degree.
That role has since morphed into 30 years of
casual weekend employment at group
homes while attending university or
working.

“The time I spend with the clients is very
rewarding,” says Korpan fondly, who now
works some weekend shifts at Signature
Support Services’ group home. She adds
laughing: “I’ve earned the nickname “Coke”
because the clients say I always have a Diet
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On October 22, 2012 GPRC signed a Memorandum of
Agreement with MacEwan University, allowing GPRC
students to transfer a block of 60 credits of Arts and Science
courses toward the completion of their degree at MacEwan,
greatly streamlining the transfer process and doing away with
the former need to have a transcript evaluated course by
course.

The landscape at GPRC Fairview campus was transformed by
the arrival of equipment and buildings to establish the Shell
Canada Learning Lab.  Previously used in a pilot project on
Shell’s Peace River oil sands leases, the donated facility consists
of a flare separation building, multistage oil and gas separator
building, a compressor building, a glycol heating/pump unit,
coupled with a large aerial cooler.  The donation of the
equipment – appraised at over $500,000 – is one of the largest
gifts in kind donations ever received at Fairview Campus.

The 30th Annual Science Open House at GPRC welcomed
students from schools throughout the region, continuing its
tradition of providing a glimpse into the many possibilities of a
career in the sciences.  Attendance at the event has long been
a tradition for science students from high schools large and
small – and provides experiences not otherwise readily
available to many of the students from rural and remote
communities who attend with their teachers. 

Complete Tri-council approval is now in place for Applied
Research at GPRC. The recently achieved eligibility of GPRC to
apply for research funds from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) completes full tri-
council approval and opens the door for a broad range of
applied academic research at GPRC.  The Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council (NSERC), Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) and Canadian Institutes
of Health Research (CIHR) are the three councils that fund
academic research.  NSERC approval was granted to GPRC in
2007, and several notable projects have been undertaken in
the past five years. All three councils have rigorously examined
faculty credentials, processes, policies and facilities at GPRC,
and approval is now complete.  The Centre for Research &
Innovation (CRI) at GPRC previously achieved official status
with the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI.) 

Welder-Wire Process Operator Apprenticeship was offered at
GPRC Fairview in March 2013, due to the urging of industry.
No other face-to-face training is offered for this program in
Alberta, and employers in our region have emphasized that
classroom instruction would be a preferred preparation for
Welder-Wire Process Operator apprentices. Alberta
Apprenticeship announced early this year that 10 spaces
would be opened at GPRC Fairview to offer the first year of the
2-year requirement.

GPRC celebrated the 10th Anniversary of eCampusAlberta
via webcast on November 28 along with16 other Alberta post-
secondary institutions. The Honourable Stephen Khan,
Minister of Enterprise and Advanced Education, joined the
webcast and offered his congratulations for a decade of
leadership and innovation in providing Albertans with access
to online learning.

New Bookstore partnership increases options for students,
and reduces costs. In May 2013, GPRC Bookstore became a
partnership enterprise with Follett of Canada, joining 27 other
colleges and universities in the move to meet the rapidly
changing market which is the post-secondary student of
today. Market conditions have changed.  In the new model at
GPRC, textbooks supplies are outsourced – online – and our
students have more options when selecting course materials.
Students can purchase an entire book – or have the option to
purchase partial texts or even single chapters. There is also the
option to rent some textbooks.

Serving Students

The development of strong relationships
with our partners in learning steadily
expands opportunities for the students of
our region. Collaborations with industry
and other post-secondary institutions, and
achieving the academic standards of
various professional groups adds
significantly to the higher education
options for the students of GPRC.
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College Preparation
Academic Development - High School Equivalency 

Certificate and Diploma Programs
Active Aging Fitness Practitioner
Animal Health Technology
Apprenticeship Training
Business Administration
Computer Systems Technology
Commercial Beekeeping
Cooperative Trades Orientation
Disability & Community Support
Early Learning and Child Care 
Fitness Leadership
General Mechanics
Hospitality & Tourism 
Harley Davidson® Technician
Heavy Equipment Certificate
Heavy Equipment Service Technician
Medical Unit Clerk
Music – Acoustic
Music – Interactive Digital Design 
Office Administration



“It’s that same
caring environment
that has helped
create so many
student success
stories in our
program.”
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When students come to GPRC Fairview to
attend the Transitional Vocational Certificate
Program, their experience reaches far
beyond the College walls. They are greeted
by an entire town that is supportive and
generous, ready to help arm them with the
skills they require to confidently lead
independent lives. Program Coordinator
Rodger Woolridge credits the welcoming
environment that extends across the
community as one of the key reasons the
program has earned its solid reputation. 

“When I moved to Fairview from
Newfoundland, it struck me how much like
home it was. Everyone gets to know one
another and everyone gets involved,” says
Woolridge. “It’s that same caring
environment that has helped create so many
student success stories in our program.”

Woolridge, his wife and their two youngest
children followed his parents to Alberta, who
had visited the province on a holiday, fell in
love with the landscape and the people, and
promptly decided to re-establish their roots 
here.

With a Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor
of Arts, Woolridge secured a job teaching
high school in Fairview, a position he had
held for 10 years prior in Newfoundland. He
moved over to Fairview College (now GPRC
Fairview) to become Recreation Coordinator,
then just a few years later became Program
Coordinator of the Transitional Vocational
Program. 

The program, which started in 1969, draws
rural and urban students from across
Alberta, British Columbia and the Northwest
Territories. Students aged 18 and older who







“The ‘face-time’ we
had with the
instructors was
invaluable. They
knew your name
and your particular
learning style by
the second week of
class.”
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Some say a business partnership can be like a
marriage. For Subway franchisees Jason and
Shawna Miller, their 17-year marriage has
been one of the key ingredients in the
success of their award-winning business
partnership. As the couple casually chat
about work, family and how they strike a
balance between the two, it’s obvious they’ve
found the formula for establishing a middle
ground: set clear boundaries, but accept that
sometimes, some of those boundaries will
merge. 

Both agree that business and personal life do
become one. “We see each other most of the
day, so home comes to work and work comes
home,” says Jason. Adds Shawna: “It is
personal. This is our life; it is what we are
building for our family. This is the legacy that
we are leaving for the next generation.”
The couple maintain that defining roles that
cater to their individual strengths is essential
to make the partnership work. Jason oversees
operations and is highly involved in Subway’s
corporate committees and boards, while
Shawna handles the office, finances and
human resources, and is active within the
community. (She is currently chair of the
Grande Prairie & District Chamber of
Commerce and recently helped launch a non-
profit society providing grief support for
parents who have lost infant children.) 
Just one year into the business, the couple
quickly learned that the boundaries around
their roles needed to extend to their
workspace as well.

“This used to be one long office with me at
one end, Jason at the other and a place in the
middle for the kids to play,” says Shawna,
laughing, pointing to the row of three
separate offices. “You’ll notice there are walls
now. That experiment only worked for about
one year.”

The Millers stepped into the realm of business
ownership 12 years ago, when they
purchased three Subway restaurants in
Grande Prairie. Over the years that number
grew to 22, with locations in Alberta and
Vancouver Island. They sold their restaurants

on the Island, and currently own 19 Subways
across northwestern Alberta, with two more
openings in the works. The couple has
received numerous awards and accolades,
including Subway’s Franchisee of the Year
award in 2005, an honour they earned just
four years after stepping into the franchise.
They have been recipients of several top sales
awards, including top sales worldwide. They
most recently brought home a prestigious
Subway Gold Award for excelling in
numerous sales categories.

Both Jason and Shawna were students at
GPRC. Shawna studied two years at the
College before transferring to the University
of Alberta (U of A) where she received a dual
degree: a Bachelor of Arts in Economics in
1997 and a Bachelor of Commerce in 2000.
Following a year of work after high school,
Jason took courses in GPRC’s Academic
Upgrading Program, then started his first two
years working toward a Bachelor of
Education. He completed his degree at the U
of A in 1997.  The couple agree that small
class sizes and personalized, quality
instruction at GPRC played a critical role in
their successful transition to university.

“The ‘face-time’ we had with the instructors
was invaluable,” says Shawna. “They knew
your name and your particular learning style
by the second week of class. We felt much
more prepared before heading to the large
city and the large classes at the U of A.” 

The couple had always considered Grande
Prairie “home,” so they were eager to return to
the north upon completion of their degrees.
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National Bee Diagnostic Centre established at Beaverlodge,
Alberta. The National Bee Diagnostic Centre (NBDC), a new
laboratory under the management of GPRC, is located at the
Beaverlodge research farm of Agriculture and AgriFood
Canada.  Funding to establish the new NBDC was provided by
Western Economic Diversification Canada, the Rural Alberta
Development Fund, and GPRC. The $2.2 million project
included a new building and diagnostic equipment.
Diagnostic services became available in April 2013. 

Winter Planting – A Pollutants to Products Success Story.
Imagine planting tree seedlings at -17°C in the winter and
achieving 94% survival rate: this successful research project by
the Grande Prairie Regional College’s Pollutants to Products
(P2P) Initiative is supported by the Oil Sands Leadership
Initiative (OSLI.) OSLI is a collaborative network between

ConocoPhillips Canada, Nexen Inc., Shell Canada, Statoil
Canada, Suncor Energy Inc. and Total E&P Canada.  Other
partners include Alberta Environment and Sustainable
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individual students and their parents from other Peace area
schools and the general public attended the Open House. Some
students took the opportunity to fill out applications for programs
beginning in the fall.

Science Open House
More than 600 students from the region took advantage of the
opportunity to learn more about the study of Science at the
university level, and to get a glimpse of the post-secondary
experience. Students came from 14 schools throughout
northwestern Alberta and the Peace Region of BC and filled the
Cardinal Theatre to capacity, enlivening GPRC’s hallways.

Fine Arts – Student for a Day
In February of 2013, the GPRC Fine Arts department opened its
doors to high school students interested in being a College
student for a day. Students participated in classes, saw a
demonstration of the Recording Studio and visited the Visual Arts
and Music studios.

Regional Science Fair
Held in March, the Peace Region Science Fair event brought high
school students and teachers from across northwestern Alberta to
the GPRC Fairview Campus. For the 2012 year, elementary and
junior high students were eligible to enter the science fair.

North West Regional Skills Competition
April 24th and 25th saw 152 students from grades 10 through 12
arrive at the 9th annual North West Alberta Regional Skills Canada
(NWRSC) Competition. Students and their chaperones travelled
from across the northwest region of Alberta to compete in Auto
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Automated Scholarship Entry
Beginning last year, GPRC automated the process of entering
scholarship applications into the processing system. The new
procedure eliminated a manual entry step between the awards
office and the College’s financial software, limiting human error
while shortening and accelerating the end to end process.

Online Banking Campaign
The GPRC Finance Department launched a campaign to promote
student payment by on-line banking. Initial results looked
promising.

Financial Information Reporting System (FIRS) Automation 
GPRC IT developed software to automatically export existing
financial records into the FIRS system for Government of Alberta
accountability reporting, eliminating hours of manual
transcription and potential errors.

Caseware Financial Statement Automation
The College’s Finance department benefited directly from the
implementation of Caseware software. Caseware was configured
to import financial records from the department’s Agresso
software and automatically generate the necessary financial
reports. This automation obviated the need for Finance
department staff to manually extract transaction information
from Agresso and manually build reports with it.

Investment Tracking Automation
IT assisted Finance in automating the tracking of the College’s
financial investments, such as GICs and equities. This automation
saved an estimated 12 days of work per year. 

Procurement Card Transaction Processing GPRC
IT developed a system to automate the processing of
procurement card transactions, enabling Finance to input
transactions by batch, rather than by individual manual
processing, saving hours of error-prone labour each month.

Computer Evergreening Harmonisation
The IT department crafted a new plan for computer replacement,
shifting the focus of evergreening efforts away from replacing
aging equipment from across the institution toward focussed
replacement in concentrated areas. This new method would
increase standardisation of hardware within a campus or area,
with the area of focus shifting from one year to the next.

Thin Client Deployment
GPRC’s IT department implemented a major shift its approach to
student computing with the replacement of large numbers of
desktop computers with thin clients. The benefits of the new thin
client were manifold and the realisation immediate. Compared to
the computers they replaced, the new thin clients required less
time and effort in deployment, required less ongoing support,
had a smaller physical footprint, consumed fewer materials in
construction, produced less noise and heat, consumed less
energy in operation, had a longer life cycle, cost less to purchase,
exposed institution and user data to lower risk of theft and loss,
and provided a more consistent user experience.

IT chose to purchase no new desktops this year and, instead,
focussed its evergreening efforts on replacing desktop computers
with thin clients where appropriate. A total of more than 300
computers were replaced with thin clients, including computers
in several student labs and the library.

Improved Wireless Network Access
The College covered its campuses with wireless access points.
Students and staff at Jasper, Edson, Hinton, Grande Prairie and
Fairview campuses saw great expansions in wireless service areas
in both instructional and residential spaces. By the end of the
year, only a few areas on Fairview campus remained without
wireless coverage.
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June 30, 2012 and
June 30, 2013

Statement of Management Responsibility

Independent Auditor's Report

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position

Consolidated Statements of Operations

Consolidated Statements of Remeasurement Gains

Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows

Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements

Grande Prairie Regional College
Consolidated Financial Statements
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GPRC Grande Prairie
10726 - 106 Avenue
Grande Prairie, Alberta
Canada   T8V 4C4
P 780.539.2911
T 1.888.539.GPRC (4772)

GPRC Fairview
11235 - 98 Avenue
Fairview, Alberta
Canada   T0H 1L0
P 780.835.6600
T 1.888.999.7882

GPRC Edson
#200-111-54 Street
Edson, Alberta
Canada   T7V 1T2
P 780.723.5206
F 780.723.4227

GPRC Grande Cache
Box 193
Grande Cache, Alberta
Canada   T0E 0E0
P 780.827.4340
F 780.827.2659

GPRC Hinton
247 Pembina Avenue
Hinton, Alberta
Canada   T7V 2B3
P 780.865.7666
F 780.865.3640

GPRC Jasper
Box 1509
Jasper, Alberta
Canada   T0E 0Y0
P 780.852.2101
F 780.852.4185

GPRC Annual Report
2012-2013




